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  ETHIO-DJIBOUTI RAILROAD 

SET TO START FULL 

SERVICE 

 

The Ethio-Djibouti railway track has 

been readied for full service the 

coming year, according to the 

Ethiopian Railways Corporation 

(ERC). 

The corporation disclosed that over 

98 per cent of the installation work 

has been finalized. 

Besides facilitating economic 

integration, the rail transport 

service will cut travel time from 

several days to less than a day. 

The electrified railway also 

contributes substantially in saving 

foreign currency expended for 

diesel fuel and reduces air 

pollution. 

Since 90 per cent of Ethiopia’s 

import-export items are carried via 

the Ethio-Djibouti route, the full 

functioning of the rail transport will 

avoid delays in transportation of 

goods. 

A total of 1,171 wagons and 

locomotives are required to start 

full service on the Ethio-Djibouti 

railway line. 

The wagons will each have the 

capacity to transport over 3,500 

tons at a time. 

The passenger trains are equipped 

with various facilities including 

beds, kitchen, VIP seats, and 

toilets, among others. 

Speeding at 120km/hr, the 

passenger locomotives each have 

the capacity to carry 113 to 168 

passengers. 

The project comprises 19 stations 

whose construction work has been 

finalized.   

China Civil Engineering 

Construction Corporation (CCECC) 

and China Railway Engineering 

Corporation (CREC) contracted the 

project which consumed USD 3.4 

billion. 

 

NEW GEM & IRON 

DEVELOPMENT SITES 

DISCOVERED IN ETHIOPIA 

 

 

The Ethiopian Geological Survey 

(EGS) has announced the 

discovery of eight potential areas 

for Gemstone and Iron 

development.  

Southern Nations Nationalities and 
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People’s (SNNP) and Oromia 

regional states were targeted in the 

latest finding. 

In total, four gemstone and four 

iron mineral potential areas have 

been discovered in the current 

fiscal year. 

In the upcoming new budget year, 

EGS planned to discover 21 

metallic, four iron, five industrial 

(ceramics and carbonate minerals), 

and four gemstone minerals 

exploration sites, among others. 

 

ETHIOPIA'S COFFEE EXPORT 

TO HIT RECORD AMOUNT 

 

Ethiopia has reached on the verge 

of achieving a record volume of 

annual export coffee, according to 

the Ministry of Trade (MoT). 

The country has exported over 

174,000 tons of coffee during the 

past eleven months which was 96 

percent of the targeted 180,000 

tons. 

In terms of export revenue for the 

period, the nation has obtained 

more than 620 million dollars, out 

of the 766 million dollars planned 

for the period. 

Germany, Saudi Arabia and 

America are the leading export 

destinations for Ethiopia's coffee in 

terms of amount and revenue 

gained respectively. 

The amount of export coffee will hit 

over 200,000 tons by the end of the 

current budget year. Ethiopia has 

never experienced exporting about 

200,000 tons of coffee in a single 

budget year in history. 

The country eyes some 970 million 

US dollars in the next budget year 

from the targeted 230,000 tons of 

export coffee. 

Some of the world’s finest coffees 

such as Harrar, Sidamo and 

Yirgacheffee are the three famous 

trademarks of Ethiopia’s finest 

coffees branded globally.  

Ethiopia is considered the first in 

Africa and the 5th in the world in 

coffee production and the 

3rd largest Arabica coffee producer 

in the world. 

 

CONSTRUCTION OF MULTI 

MILLION DOLLAR ROAD 

CONNECTING TADJOURA 

PORT BEGINS 

 

 The construction of Dichoto-Galafi-

http://www.ena.gov.et/en/media/k2/items/cache/4a80fc75ab35bb5442febad17883d436_XL.jpg


  
 

                                                                                                                                   

 
 
 
    

 
 

JUN | VOL.5 | 2016 

  

Elidar-Bolho road, which will 

consume 2.7 billion birr (USD 135 

Million) has commenced. 

The road is 81 kilometers long and 

15 to 21 meters wide, according to 

Ethiopian Roads Authority. 

The cost of the road will be fully 

covered by the Ethiopian 

government. 

The road being built by the 

Defense Construction Enterprise 

will also enable the country to use 

the new Tadjoura Port. 

Potash companies will particularly 

be relieved of the huge burden to 

transport their products. 

 

EEP & TATA GROUP OF 

INDIA SIGN CONTRACT FOR 

POWER TRANSMISSION 

PROJECT 

 

Ethiopian Electric Power (EEP) and 

Tata Group, Indian-based company 

signed contract agreement for the 

installation of 403 kilo meter long 

power transmission line. 

The installation of power 

transmission line to be built in the 

northern part of the country will 

enable the nation satisfy the power 

demand of industrial parks in the 

area. 

CEO of EEP Engineer Azeb 

Asnake and Vice President and 

Head of Business Development 

with Tata Group, Abhik Pal signed 

the contract for the project, set to 

be completed within 18 months. 

The transmission line which 

stretches from Bahir Dar II 

substation to Combolcha III 

substation via Woldiya II substation 

is expected to consume 106.4 

million USD. 

Seventy-seven percent of the cost 

of the project has secured from the 

EXIM Bank of India, while the 

remaining will be covered from the 

coffers of the Ethiopian 

government. 

 

ETHIOPIAN GAS FOR MASS 

EXPORT A REALITY BY 2019 

 

China Merchant Group, owner of 

China Merchant Holding 

International (CMHI), disclosed that 

it will manage the liquefied natural 

gas(LNG) terminal project at the 
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  Port of Djibouti. 

The company undertaking the 

biggest Doraleh Multipurpose Port 

(DMP) at Djibouti is announced that 

it will also undertake the project 

would see it transport LNG from 

south eastern Ethiopia. 

Another Chinese energy company, 

Poly-GCL Petroleum Group 

Holding Limited, has also agreed 

with Ethiopia to develop natural gas 

reserves identified back in the 

Emperor’s era. 

Poly-GCL, a joint venture between 

China POLY Group and GCL 

Group, has also agreed with the 

government of Djibouti to construct 

an LNG terminal and refinery to 

export the product to China. 

The logistics giant, China Merchant 

Group, disclosed that it would carry 

out the LNG terminal project 

located at Damerjog, few 

kilometers south of the capital 

Djibouti.The USD 4 billion project 

also includes the construction 

803km oil pipeline from Calub and 

Hilala of the Ethiopian Somali 

region to the port.The company will 

additionally construct a refinery at 

the port.The Calub gas field is 

located 1200 km south-east of 

Addis Ababa. Hilala is located 80 

km further to the east. The total gas 

reserve is estimated at 118 billion 

cubic meters. An American 

company first discovered the gas 

fields in 1972 and reserves were 

confirmed by a Russian company, 

SPEE, in the 1980s. 

The current mega gas project 

involves three countries - Djibouti, 

Ethiopia and China - which have 

agreed to work together in order to 

make this project successful and 

operational as soon as possible. 

In the initial stage of the project, 3 

million tons of LNG will be exported 

every year. 

 

 

 

 

HAWASSA INDUSTRIAL 

PARK ON THE BLINK OF 

INAUGURATION 

 

Just a year after a 246 million dollar 

deal was signed between the 

Industrial Parks Development 

Corporation (IPDC) and the China 

Civil Engineering Corporation 

(CCECC) to construct the Hawassa 

Industrial Park, the much 

anticipatedultra-modern, eco-

Industrial Park is to be inaugurated 

in July 2016.  

The presence of top ranking 

officials, including Prime Minister 

Hailemariam Desalegn and 

international personalities are 

highly anticipated to participate in 

the milestone event. Players close 

to preparations for the inauguration 

quipped that the day could be 
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  marked as the ‘eruption of 

Ethiopia’s industrial revolution’. 

The fist phase of the project which 

covers 100ha of the total 

development area of 300ha, was 

originally planned to be christened 

within nine months. Upon 

completion, the park is expected to 

create 50,000 job opportunities and 

generate a lucrative one billion 

dollars in a year or a year and a 

half. 

Owing to its keen consideration of 

environmental sustainability and its 

comprehension of energy and 

water conservation principles, the 

Park’s design includes a high 

standard waste water treatment 

system and use of renewable clean 

energy. The Park will have 35 

factory sheds, as well as 19 

buildings for exhibitions, canteens 

and dormitories. 

Dubbed the model for development 

of other industrial parks in the 

country, a lot rides on the 

successful construction of the 

Hawassa Industrial Park, within a 

reasonable amount of time. The 

Industrial Parks Corporation’s 

development projects include parks 

in the pipeline for Meqelle, 

Kombolcha, Adama, Bahir Dar and 

Jimma. These cities should take 

note of the intricacies of 

constructing an industrial park, 

which is more than just erecting 

sheds. 

 

EEP KICKS OFF TWO 

HYDROPOWER PROJECTS 

WORTH USD 55 Million 

 

The construction of the two 

Hydropower projects, which have 

had their feasibility studies 

completed, are expected to be 

begin in 2017 

Ethiopian Electric Power (EEP) is 

set to erect two hydro-electric dams 

on the Genale-Dawa and Dabus 

rivers. Upon completion, they will 

have a 672mw combined energy 

generation capacity. This will be a 

sizeable contribution to the existing 

5,000mw circulating in the national 

grid, and come at the cost of close 

to USD 55 Million. 

For the Genale-Dawa River, this is 

not the first dam. With a total 

project cost of USD 23 Million 

secured from the Chinese Exim 

bank, 80pc of the Genale Dawa III 

dam project is now completed. 

The new Genale Dawa dam, 

Genale Dawa VI, is planned to 

generate 248mw, while the 

remaining 424mw will be generated 

from the Dabus river. 

The projects will be completed 

within four years, beginning in 

2017. 

The Genale-Dawa project will be 
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constructed as an Asphalt Core 

Rock Fill Dam (ACCRAD), with a 

maximum dam height of 60m, crest 

length of 650m, spillway with side 

channel, and 16.5km of tunnels 

and underground powerhouse. As 

to the electromechanical works, it 

will be designed to have two 

vertical Francis Turbines of 

125.4mw each. Application for 

prequalified bidders was made 

available in mid-May, with a 

deadline of May 18, 2016. 

Included in the design is a 400kv, 

75km long, transmission line. This 

will extend from the Genale-Dawa 

VI to the nearest substation at 

Genale-Dawa III, where the 

generated power will be channelled 

to the grid. 

These two new projects will 

increase the country’s energy 

exports to neighbouring Kenya. 

The country will earn 76.6 million 

dollars and 73 million dollars from 

the Genale-Dawa VI dam, exported 

to Kenya, and the Upper Dabus 

dam, exported to Sudan, 

respectively.  

Last year, the government and 

China Electric Power Equipment & 

Technology (CEP) signed an 

agreement to construct the 

Ethiopia-Kenya Electric System 

Interconnection project. This power 

line will have a total length of 

1,045km and a transmission 

capacity of 500Kv. The Ethiopian 

side of the project will be 433km 

long, and extend from Wolayta 

Sodo through Konso to the border 

of Kenya. It is being constructed 

with a loan secured from the 

African Development Bank (AfDB). 

When the entire project is 

completed, Ethiopia will earn an 

annual export revenue of 500 

million dollars, while 870,000 

Kenyan households will reap the 

benefits. 

A 321km Ethio-Sudan Power 

Systems Interconnection was also 

inaugurated in December 2013, at 

a total cost of 35 million dollars. 

This will export power from the 

Upper Dabus Hydropower project, 

with a transmission line capacity of 

100mw. This project is planned to 

bring 150 million dollars in foreign 

currency to the country on an 

annual basis. 

 

UNILEVER COMES TO 

ETHIOPIA WITH A FRESH 

START 

Unilever used to have an Ethiopia 

office back in the early 2000's till it 

closed 12 years ago 

 

Unilever International has officially 

inaugurated its new plant in Oromia 

State’s Eastern Industrial Zone with 

a total investment of 13 million 

euros on June 23, 2016. For the 

world giant in fast-moving 

consumer goods (FMCG), this is 

the second round major strike after 

it packed its way out twelve years 

ago due to losses it incurred. 
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Then, upon its first entry, it formed 

a joint venture with its local partner 

Almeta Impex and established a 

packaging plant. Unilever basically 

imported the products from its 

plants in Kenya and did the 

packaging here. 

Major line products like Lifebuoy 

soap and Omo detergent became 

common household brands. The 

brief success and visibility a 

decade ago could not survive the 

existing market competition. The 

company back then failed to meet 

its goal and impacted the market. 

Fierce competition from consumer 

items such as soap bars 

challenged Unilever products. 

The closure of engagement 

between the companies ended 

when Unilever officially announced 

that it was coming back & this time 

to stay. 

In 2014 its official announcement 

came in a form emulating the 

company’s operations in Vietnam, 

where it is a number one brand 

owner in rural Vietnam and the 

leading manufacturer in the urban 

setting. 

The new factory, hosted in the 

Eastern Industrial Zone owned by 

Chinese investors, is 31km away 

from the capital and rests on a 

15ha plot of land dedicated to 

produce the brands already familiar 

in the local markets. 

The company’s production capacity 

for all the personal care materials is 

estimated to stand at 20,000tn, 

annually. 

Unilever, founded back in late 19th 

Century, currently operates in more 

than 190 countries across the 

globe. The company has 13 well-

known brands such as Axe, Omo, 

Knorr, Vaseline and Dove. Its 

annual turnover in 2012 exceeded 

50 billion pounds. It now has 14 

brands each with sales of more 

than one billion pounds a year. 

As part of its expansion in the East 

African market, back in February 

2016, Unilever has relocated its 

corporate office in Kenya.  

TENDER PROCESS 

UNDERWAY FOR 

INSTALLATION OF THREE 

WIND FARMS 

 

Ethiopia will supply the national 

grid with additional wind energy as 

it floated a tender for the 

construction of three new wind 

farms, the Ministry of Water 

Irrigation and Electricity (MoWIE) 

announced. 

Feasibility study is underway for 

additional two wind farms whose 

construction will commence in or 

after the GTP2 period. 

According to the ministry, tender is 

now on for the construction of 

Aysha wind farm in Somali region, 

Debreberhan wind farm in Amhara 

http://www.ena.gov.et/en/media/k2/items/cache/1bd58d5578a772a7d45ae443756a785d_XL.jpg
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region and Itaya phase I wind farm 

in Oromia region while Debre 

Markos and Asella wind farms are 

under study. 

The first three wind farms will have 

an installed generation capacity of 

550 MW of wind energy while the 

combined generation capacity of 

the five wind farms reaches 

1,200MW. 

Ethiopia is ranked 4th in Africa by 

having huge potential of wind 

power. Tunisia and South Africa 

stand first and second respectively. 

Ashegoda wind farm, Adama I and 

II wind farms with a combined 

generation capacity of 324MW 

were constructed in the first GTP. 

Ethiopia’s power generation 

capacity is projected to hit 

17,000MW in GTP-2 period, it was 

indicated. 

The country has a combined 

generating capacity of 1.3 million 

MW of wind energy. 

ETHIOPIA, WB INK 

FINANCING AGREEMENT 

AMOUNTING TO USD 829MLN 

 

 

Ethiopia and the World Bank (WB) 

have signed a 829 million USD 

financing agreement in the form of 

credit that will be used for the 

implementation of five development 

Projects. 

The fund will be used for 

modernizing urban transport 

system, development of small and 

medium enterprises, electricity 

network enforcement and 

expansion project, basic social 

service and higher education. 

Some 300 million dollars of the 

finance will support in modernizing 

the transport system in the country. 

The capital and other major urban 

centers of the country will benefit 

from the new funding. 

 

ETHIOPIA SECURES NON-

PERMANENT SEAT AT UN 

SECURITY COUNCIL 

 

Ethiopia has secured a non-

permanent seat at UN Security 

Council for the years 2017-2018 

winning 185 out of 193 votes at the 

1o6 th General Assembly held at 

New York, UN headquarters. 

Ethiopia has been selected as one 

of the ten non permanent members 

of the Security Council. 

http://www.ena.gov.et/en/media/k2/items/cache/c511c1bbac51725f9a8fb4ceafe921f2_XL.jpg
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It was recalled that the African 

Union had unanimously endorsed 

the candidacy of Ethiopia for the 

non permanent membership of UN 

Security Council. Many other 

countries had also pledged their 

support for Ethiopia. 

Ethiopia as a founding member of 

the United Nations, the then 

League of Nation, has been 

profoundly contributing to the 

international peace keeping 

mission. Ethiopia's peace keeping 

missions displayed in Korea, 

Congo, Rwanda, Burundi, Liberia, 

Somalia and Darfur have won 

international recognition for its 

outstanding accomplishments. 

Currently, 12,500 Ethiopia 

peacekeepers are on mission in 

various countries. 

Previously, Ethiopia had served 

twice as non permanent member of 

the UN Security Council from 1967-

68 and 1989-90. It is believed that 

joining the Security Council for the 

third time would enable Ethiopia to 

be advocate of the African cause. 

 

EGYPT CONGRATULATES 

ETHIOPIA OVER UN 

ELECTION 

 

Egypt has congratulated Ethiopia 

over its election as a non-

permanent member to the United 

Nations (UN) Security Council. 

Foreign Minister of Egypt, Sameh 

Shoukry offered his congratulation 

over the phone to his Ethiopian 

counterpart Dr. Tedros Adhanom 

following Ethiopia’s election by the 

193-member UN General 

Assembly 

The Egyptian Minister offered to 

work with Ethiopia at the UN 

Security Council for the coming one 

year as Egypt is left with a year to 

finish off its non-permanent 

membership on the Council. 

Ethiopia, Egypt, and Sudan have 

been holding series of discussions 

to promote cooperation over the 

Nile. 

Ethiopia secured an overwhelming 

support by getting 185 votes out of 

190 votes cast. Ethiopia and 

Bolivia, both running unopposed, 

along with Sweden and 

Kazakhstan were the newly elected 

members to the Council during the 

June 28, 2016 vote.  

Ethiopia was the sole contestant 

from Africa getting full endorsement 

for its candidacy by the African 

Union. 

Egypt and Senegal, Africa’s current 

representatives on the Council, 

would be stepping down by the end 

of 2017 when their two-year term 

comes to an end. 

US, UK, Russia, China and France 

are the five permanent members of 

http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24741:egypt-congratulates-ethiopia-over-un-election-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24741:egypt-congratulates-ethiopia-over-un-election-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24741:egypt-congratulates-ethiopia-over-un-election-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
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the UN Security Council which also 

has 10 non-permanent members. 

 

EIB ESTABLISHES OFFICE IN 

ETHIOPIA 

 

Ethiopia and the European 

Investment Bank (EIB) havesi gned 

an agreement for the establishment 

of EIB country office in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia. 

On behalf of the government of 

Ethiopia, Ambassador Teshome 

Toga signed the agreement in 

Luxembourg with the Vice-

President of EIB for African, 

Caribbean and Pacific states, Pim 

van Ballekom. 

The signing of the agreement is an 

important milestone in the 

longstanding relations between 

Ethiopia and the EIB with regards 

to providing finance to key 

infrastructure projects. 

The new office of the Bank will 

avail a closer and greater access to 

finance for both the public and 

private institutions in Ethiopia, and 

will represent a substantial 

contribution to the development 

aspiration of the country. 

 

ARJO-DIDESA SUGAR 

FACTORY COMMENCES 

PRODUCTION 

  

 

The Arjo-didesa sugar factory, 

located in Arjo woreda of Oromia 

region, has started production of 

sugar. 

The factory was under pilot 

production level for a few months 

but has started to produce regularly 

since the last couple of months. 

During the first phase the factory 

had the capacity to crush 8 

thousand tons of sugarcane per 

day and 3 thousand hectares of 

land is used for sugarcane 

production. 

Due to the heavy rainfall in the area 

the factory is compelled to be 

operational only for five months of 

a year at present. 

The factory has created permanent 

and temporary employment 

opportunities for more than 2 

thousand people. 

 

 

http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24703:eib-establishes-office-in-ethiopia-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24703:eib-establishes-office-in-ethiopia-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24388:arjo-didesa-sugar-factory-commences-production&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24388:arjo-didesa-sugar-factory-commences-production&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=24388:arjo-didesa-sugar-factory-commences-production&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291


  
 

                                                                                                                                   

 
 
 
    

 
 

JUN | VOL.5 | 2016 

 
 
 
  

PVH ET AL LOBBY SECOND 

TIER SUPPLIERS JOIN 

ETHIOPIAN MARKET 

  

After a year-and-a-half-long 

negotiations and deals to join the 

Ethiopian textile and apparel 

industry, the American clothing 

giant Phillips-Van Heusen 

Corporation (PVH Corp.)—owner of 

Calvin Klein, Tommy Hilfiger and 

otherbrands—together with the 

other American giant Vanity Fair 

(VF) and the Swedish H&M have 

swayed a pull of investors who are 

engaged in manufacturing 

accessories for the textile and 

apparel sector. 

Some 35 major accessories 

manufacturers best known as 

second tier suppliers were in town 

to learn firsthand about the 

country’s investment climate and 

regulatory issues. 

Organized by the trio and the 

government, the first supply chain 

summit was held in Addis Ababa 

where foreign manufacturers have 

been given access to visit both 

Bole-Lemi and Hawassa industrial 

parks. Globally renowned second 

tier manufacturers are expected to 

follow suit and join the forerunners; 

PVH, VF and H&M. 

  

NOKIA COMES BACK TO 

ETHIOPIA TO PARTAKE IN 

NEW TELECOM EXPANSION 

PROJECT 

 

Nearly after a decade of departure, 

the Finnish multinational 

communications and information 

technology company, Nokia, has 

returned to Ethiopia to join the ever 

growing telecom network business 

currently dominated by three major 

players. 

Launching its renewed presence 

here officials of Nokia have 

pledged that they have come to 

Ethiopia with a changed and a 

more grown up Nokia Company 

than ten years ago.  

Nokia has already started to 

engage the government by 

submitting Expression of Interest 

(EOI) on the latest network 

expansion project Ethio Telecom is 

set to launch. Recently, the 

telecom operator has put a public 

notice inviting potential bidders to 

take part in a partial turnkey 

approach on the basis of vendor 

financing scheme. 

Opening its office in Addis Ababa, 

Nokia contemplates to invest in 

fixed infrastructure, mobile 

networking and connectivity 

http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/pvh-et-al-lobby-second-tier-suppliers-join-ethiopian-market
http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/pvh-et-al-lobby-second-tier-suppliers-join-ethiopian-market
http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/pvh-et-al-lobby-second-tier-suppliers-join-ethiopian-market
http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/nokia-comes-back-partake-new-telecom-expansion-project
http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/nokia-comes-back-partake-new-telecom-expansion-project
http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/nokia-comes-back-partake-new-telecom-expansion-project
http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/nokia-comes-back-partake-new-telecom-expansion-project
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projects across the country and 

providing ICT hardware and 

software products are some of the 

areas where the Finnish 

multinational is absorbed to work in 

the country.    

Since the sale of its handset 

business to Microsoft, Nokia began 

to focus more extensively on its 

telecommunications infrastructure 

business, marked by the divestiture 

of its Here Maps division, its foray 

in virtual reality, and the 

acquisitions of French 

telecommunications 

company Alcatel-Lucent and digital 

health maker Withings in 2016. 

 Now, Nokia appears geared up to 

compete with other global giant 

telecom network developers. 

Headquartered in Espoo, Uusimaa, 

in the greater Helsinki metropolitan 

area, Nokia employs over 60,000 

people across 120 countries. Nokia 

is a public limited-liability 

company listed on the Helsinki 

Stock Exchange and New York 

Stock Exchange. It is the world's 

274th-largest company measured 

by 2013 revenues according to 

the Fortune Global 500. The 

company is a component of 

the Euro Stoxx 50 stock market 

index. 

 

HUAWEI TAKES OVER 

ERICSSON’S PORTION OF 

NETWORK PROJECT  

 

The Chinese telecom provider, 

Huawei Technologies Co., which is 

currently locked in a global market 

battle with Ericsson, is taking over 

portions of projects bequeathed to 

the Swedish telecom giant that was 

contracted after the state-run 

telecom provider; Ethio Telecom 

snatched shares of ZTE Corp. 

nearly two years ago. 

Back in 2013, Ethio Telecom 

awarded both Huawei and ZTE a 

USD 1.6 billion telecom network 

expansion project. However, the 

Swedish telecom group had made 

the contract agreement with Ethio 

Telecom late in 2014 to expand 

telecom infrastructure, taking a 

slice of the USD 800 million 

contract from the Chinese firm, 

ZTE. 

 It is to be recalled that Ethio 

Telecom re-awarded colossal 

telecom expansion project to 

another competing Chinese firm; 

Huawei Technologies which 

currently has taken over one of the 

four circles previously given to 

Ericsson. Huawei, in addition to 

Addis Ababa, carried out six circles 

of the expansion program in the 

country including, north, north-east, 

north-west, east, and afar area 

projects. However, in addition to 

the six circles, the telecom giant is 

now finalizing a 3G network project 

at the Sodo area which previously 

was under the auspicious of 

Ericsson designated as SSWR 

circle. 

 

  

http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/huawei-takes-over-ericsson%E2%80%99s-portion-network-project
http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/huawei-takes-over-ericsson%E2%80%99s-portion-network-project
http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/huawei-takes-over-ericsson%E2%80%99s-portion-network-project
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FIRST ETHIOPIAN REAL 

ESTATE EXPO TO BE 

STAGED IN USA 

 

The first ever Ethiopian Real Estate 

Expo aimed at creating bridge for 

investors and real estate 

developers will be held from 

September 17 to 18, 2016 in North 

America. 

The expo is expected to provide a 

platform for leading real estate 

developers through displaying and 

selling their products to residents 

who are living aboard. 

It will feature 30 to 40 real estate 

developers that have already 

delivered residential units locally. 

The expo will provide an 

opportunity to be able to explore 

the numerous real estate property 

options, price packages, payment 

schedules and more, the 

organizers said in a press 

statement. 

It will include various high-potential 

networking events including 

questions and answer sessions on 

buying procedures, payment 

processes and legal implications 

for investors. 

Public and private banks that will 

be featuring their mortgage 

services to those interested in 

investing will attend the event.  

AIRBUS IN THE ETHIOPIAN 

AVIATION INDUSTRY  

  

Ethiopian Airlines becomes the first 

African airliner to receive Airbus 

A350XWB, and the first airliner in 

the world to fly the airplane with the 

capacity of carrying 343 

passengers in the African skies.  

During the delivery ceremony held 

here today, the CEO stated that the 

aircraft puts Ethiopian in the 

highest position in Africa's aviation 

industry and will enable it to scale 

up the service it renders for its 

increasing customers. 

Being the headquarters for the 

African Union and other regional 

and international organizations, it is 

important to connect Addis Ababa 

with cities in the continent and 

abroad. 

After the delivery of the aircraft, 

Ethiopian has broken a Guinness 

World Record held by Japan’s 

airline for the largest human image 

created using 350 people. 

Some 350 staff members of 

Ethiopian has created an image of 

Airbus code name A350. 
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Head of Gunnies World Records 

for Middle East and Northern 

African region Samer Khallouf has 

awarded the certificate to CEO of 

Ethiopian Group for the largest 

human image at the event. 

 

ETHIOPIAN TO START DAILY 

FLIGHTS TO MUSCAT 

  

The Ethiopian Airlines launch daily 

flights between Addis Ababa and 

Muscat, Oman, as of 1 July, 2016. 

Omani travelers to and from Africa 

will get seamless convenience and 

connectivity options via Addis 

Ababa to its global network with the 

daily service. 

The additional flights will also 

facilitate trade, investment and 

tourism ties between Oman and 

African countries. 

The Ethiopian Airlines has 

introduced special fares for 

passengers travelling from Muscat 

to Dares  Salaam and Zanzibar 

(Tanzania), Nairobi (Kenya), 

Johannesburg (South Africa), 

Khartoum (Sudan) and other 

African destinations. 

Ethiopian currently operates four 

flights a week to Muscat, Oman. 
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