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  ARAB CONTRACTORS IN 

‘SERIOUS TALKS’ FOR NEW 
PROJECTS IN ETHIOPIA 

 

 

Egypt-based construction firm, 

Arab Contractors has started 

serious talks to implement new 

projects in Ethiopia, a senior 

source in the company told Amwal 

Al Ghad. 

The Egyptian company wants to 

expand its businesses in the 

African countries in the coming few 

years, the source added. 

Since it started its businesses in 

Ethiopia in 2010, Arab Contractors 

has implemented a number of 

infrastructure, road, and bridge 

projects with total investments 

worth $111 million. 

The Company’s volume of 

businesses in Africa exceeds $3 

billion distributed as road and 

bridge, housing, and infrastructure 

projects. 

 
 

 
EGYPT AIR OPENS 2ND 

OFFICE IN ETHIOPIA 
 
 

 

  

EgyptAir, the oldest airlines in 

Africa, has opened its second office 

on the premises of the African 

Union Headquarters, Addis Ababa. 

At a ceremony held at the AU 

headquarters, EgyptAir Addis 

Ababa Office Regional Director 

Hisham Anis said: “We want to be 

in the gate of Africa being operator 

of the African Capital.” 

He added that the opening of the 

office is an important step for Egypt 

to participate in all African forums 

as well as an unprecedented 

development for Egyptian 

diplomacy to provide services to 

the members of the AU in addition 

to Kenya and Ethiopian airways. 

Egypt Deputy Mission to Ethiopia 

Ambassador Ahmed Alfadly on his 

part said that the new office is 

intent to expand the presence of 

Egypt in Africa and to enhance the 

volume of traffic to and from Addis. 

Alfadly noted that as Egypt 

attaches due importance to the 

relations with Ethiopia in many 

fields including diplomacy, 

economy and many other areas, 

EgyptAir has decided to open an 

office to further enhance the 

aviation relation with Ethiopia in 

particular and Africa and the 

surrounding region in general. 

http://www.ena.gov.et/en/media/k2/items/cache/af06806ddd1231b8086cf9d0c7570813_XL.jpg
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Egypt Air has been operating in 

Ethiopia since 1995. 

 
 

EGYPTIAN 57357 HEALTH 
SCIENCES ACADEMY 

DELEGATION TO VISIT JIMMA 
 

 

A delegation from the Egyptian 

57357 Health Sciences Academy, 

one of the biggest hospitals 

specialized in child cancer in the 

world, is to visit the project at the 

new pediatric oncology center in 

Jimma for assessment and training. 

The Egyptian Academy has been 

providing training and support for 

three hospitals in Addis Ababa 

since last year and has graduated 

about 40 professionals in nursing 

and clinical pharmacy. 

The main focus is to create network 

and also share experiences and 

train nurses in child care and 

supply health care materials. 

 
 
 

ETHIOPIA SIGNED A DEAL TO 

BOOST TRADE THROUGH 

SOMALILAND’S BERBERA 

PORT 

 

Ethiopia signed a deal to boost 

trade through Somaliland’s Berbera 

port amid congestion at a facility in 

neighboring Djibouti. 

Tariffs have been revised and a 

committee established to manage 

joint operations as part of the 

agreement signed. 

The committee will work on the 

“smooth implementation of the 

bilateral agreement and for 

improved facilitation of transit trade 

along the corridor. 

Ethiopia wanted 30 percent of its 

trade to go via Berbera by July last 

year, according to a five-year 

growth plan published in 2010. As 

much as 97 percent of shipments 

are still going through Djibouti 

because of problems with the 

capacity and condition of Berbera’s 

port, the poor state of roads to 

Ethiopia. 

It isn’t clear how many ships 

carrying Ethiopian cargo Berbera 

will be able to deal with, although 

there is a plan for coal imports to 

go through the port. Port Sudan is 

already receiving fertilizer for 

northern areas of Ethiopia. 

Somaliland’s government has 

shortlisted Bollore SA, P&O, which 

is owned by DP World, MSC 

http://www.ethpress.gov.et/herald/media/k2/items/cache/74477d724d2cdd9978d8480dc0573d87_XL.jpg
http://www.fanabc.com/english/media/k2/items/cache/bf56f9cd52798b66b376c360f1a12669_XL.jpg?t=-62169984000
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Group’s Terminal Investment Ltd, 

and Prime Africa for a Berbera 

renovation project. 

 
 
 

INDUSTRIAL PARKS 
DEVELOPMENT 

CORPORATION & CHINESE 
COMPANIES SIGN 

AGREEMENT 
 

 

An agreement has been signed 

between the Industrial Parks 

Development Corporation and two 

Chinese companies enabling the 

latter to handle the construction of 

the Kombolcha and Makalle 

industrial parks. 

China Communications 

Construction Company (CCCC) 

and China Civil Engineering 

Construction Corporation 

(CCECC), the two Chinese 

companies that won the contract, 

are expected to finalize the USD 

250 million project within six 

months time. 

The industrial parks will ease 

investment in textile and garment, 

leather and leather products as well 

as food processing industries which 

meet global standards. 

Once completed, the Kombolcha 

and Makalle industrial parks are 

expected to create jobs to 50 

thousand citizens. 

The Industrial Parks Development 

Proclamation number 886/2007 

calls for the establishment of export 

driven industrial parks with the 

effective land utilization and 

reduced pollution. 

 
 
 
 
 

VIETTEL TO OPEN 
REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE IN 

ETHIOPIA 
 

 
  
Viettel, Vietnam's largest mobile 
network operator, will establish a 
representative office in Ethiopia 
with the aim of researching the 
market and promoting investment 
in the country. 

Le Dang Dung, Viettel's Deputy 

Director, said the establishment 

would allow them to carefully 

prepare for opportunities to receive 

a business licence. The group has 

applied the long-term market 

research method to ensure suitable 

strategies and decisions. 

Viettel has paid attention to 

Ethiopia and sub-Saharan 

countries since 2011. 

http://www.ethpress.gov.et/herald/media/k2/items/cache/961d0f253805a2e346e112364d8596ef_XL.jpg
http://www.ethpress.gov.et/herald/media/k2/items/cache/b13bf04dcbb3ea7c78d5db180bd38657_XL.jpg
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  In Africa, it has invested in telecom 

networks in four countries including 

Mozambique, Cameroon, Burundi 

and Tanzania. 

Ethiopia has a lot of potential to 

develop the mobile network with 

the fast economic growth rate of 10 

per cent a year and has been 

negotiating to join WTO. It is for 

this reason that the opening of the 

telecom market would be possible 

in the near future, Viettel said. 

Big telecom providers such as 

France Telecom, MTN and 

Vodafone opened their 

representative offices in Ethiopia. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PTA BANK TO OPEN 
REGIONAL OFFICE IN 

ETHIOPIA 
  

 

The Eastern and Southern African 

Trade and Development Bank 

(PTA Bank) signed a Memorandum 

of Understanding (MoU) with the 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs to open a 

regional office in Addis Ababa. 

The agreement will help to expand 

its insurance, re-insurance and 

financial services in East Africa. 

Currently, PTA Bank, African Trade 

Insurance Agency and COMESA 

Re-insurance Company are 

working in cooperation. 

The PTA Bank will expand trade 

and investment activities in 

Ethiopia by addressing equity, loan 

and guarantee services to private 

sectors as well as the horn of 

African countries. 

The Eastern and Southern African 

Trade and Development Bank, 

commonly known as Preferential 

Trade Area Bank (PTA), is the 

financial arm of the Common 

Market for Eastern and Southern 

Africa (COMESA) established in 

1985. 

 
 

ETHIO-KENYA ROAD 
CONSTRUCTION NEARING 
COMPLETION-part of the 

strategic transport corridor 
linking Mombasa Port to 

Addis Ababa 
 

 

“Once the road is complete, it will 
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  have significant impact in regional 

integration. 

 The Kenya National Highways 

Authority (KeNHA) says the 

construction of the road linking 

Kenya to Ethiopia will be completed 

soon. The road covers Merille-

Marsabit 121 kilometres and Turbi-

Moyale 122 kilometres.The 

sections form part of the strategic 

transport corridor linking Mombasa 

Port to Addis Ababa. 

By providing a critical link in the 

Trans East Africa Highway 

connecting landlocked Ethiopia to 

the Port of Mombasa, the road 

corridor will also be key in 

supporting the Lamu Port-South 

Sudan-Ethiopia-Transport 

(LAPSSET) corridor. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ETHIOPIAN AIRLINES NAMED 
2016 BEST AFRICAN CARGO 

AIRLINE 
 

 

 Ethiopian Airlines has been voted 

as the Best Cargo Airline of the 

Year from Africa and honored as 

the “2016 Cargo Airline of the Year” 

at the Air Cargo News awards. 

The awards are based on the 

voting results of more than 18,000 

supply chain professionals over a 

two month period. Shippers, the 

beneficial owners of the goods, and 

their logistics partners were asked 

to vote on the publication’s website. 

The Ethiopian Cargo Services, is 

the second largest Strategic 

Business Unit in the Ethiopian 

Airlines Aviation Group and has 

been leading the continent with the 

largest and efficient air cargo 

network of connectivity with 

Europe, North America, ME, and 

Asia for African exports and 

imports. 

Ethiopian was the first in Africa to 

receive and operate the B777-200 

LR freighter, which has exceptional 

uplift, range and fuel efficiency, and 

is perfectly suited for the transport 

of Africa’s growing import and 

export of freight. 

The Ethiopian Cargo currently 

operates to 30 destinations in 

Africa, the Middle East, Asia and 

Europe using six B777 and two 

B757 freighters. The Airline also 

carries freight in the belly of wide 

body passenger aircraft, 

B777/B787, to 92 destinations 

across the Globe.  
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EEP, COMPANY INK 
INDUSTRIAL ZONE POWER 

SUPPLY ACCORD 
 

 

The Ethiopian Electric Power (EEP) 

signed agreement with Chinese 

TBEA Company for the Akaki II-

Koye, Abo-Qilinto and Bole-Lemi 

Industrial Zone Power 

Transmission Project amounting to 

82 million USD. 

The project cost would fully be 

covered by the Ethiopian 

government. Some 85 per cent of 

the project cost would be secured 

through commercial loan from 

EXIM Bank of China. 

The contract has substations and 

transmission line packages. The 

substation contracts include Koye-

Abo 400 KV, Qilinto 230 KV and 

Bole-Lemi 230 KV. 

The transmission line construction 

contract (contract AKAKBL-2) 

comprises the design, 

manufacturing, supplying, erection 

and commissioning of 26 kms with 

400 KV and 230 KV transmission 

lines between the three 

substations. 

The project is expected to satisfy 

the power demand of the industrial 

parks, condominium houses, real 

estates and other new demands 

around the areas. 

TBEA Company, is the largest 

industry in the area of 

manufacturing energy equipment 

and installation in China, is 

expected to complete the project in 

a year time. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

CHINESE COMPANY 
UNDERTAKING 'WASTE TO 

ENERGY' PROJECT TO 
GENERATE 25 MW 

 

 

The China National Electric 

Engineering Corporation (CNEEC) 

announced that it has been 

undertaking a 'Waste to Energy' 

project to generate 25 MW in 

Addis. The project is scheduled to 

be completed after a year. 

The project is environment friendly 

and utilized 1, 000 ton of waste 

disposals per day and would 

contribute to addressing city waste 

disposal problem. 

CNEEC is a state-owned company 

mainly engaged in contracting, 

http://www.ethpress.gov.et/herald/media/k2/items/cache/0fdaaa58698dd5dcc4b72fde2f6291c1_XL.jpg
http://www.ethpress.gov.et/herald/media/k2/items/cache/5a6a95a40b03b874f757ee5cf0c886e0_XL.jpg
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complete equipment supply, 

engineering consultation and 

design, technical service, power 

plant maintenance & operation and 

personnel training in the fields of 

thermal power plant, hydro-power 

plant, power transmission and 

transformation, clean energy, 

integrated energy solution, 

environmental protection, among 

others. 

 
QATAR TO EXPLORE 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
IN ETHIOPIA & TO 

COLLABORATE IN ENSURING 
PEACE AND STABILITY IN 

THE HORN OF AFRICA AND 
GULF COUNTRIES 

  

 

Qatari Former Prime Minister 

Sheikh Hamad Bin-Jassim Bin-

Jaber Al Thani said that he would 

strive to explore business 

opportunities to engage Qatari 

investors in Ethiopia. 

After holding talks with Prime 

Minister Hailemariam Dessalegn at 

his office here in Ethiopia, the ex-

premier who led a Qatari 

delegation told journalists that he 

came to Ethiopia to explore the 

investment climate in the country. 

“There is ample opportunity in 

Ethiopia to invest so we hope that 

we can consolidate the tie between 

the two countries in the business 

sector” Sheikh Hamad Bin-Jassim 

added. 

Sheikh Hamad Bin-Jassim 

expressed his readiness to inviting 

investors to explore opportunities in 

the areas of large scale farming, 

railway, power, among others. 

The delegation as well agreed to 

work in ensuring peace and 

stability in the Horn of Africa and 

Gulf countries for sustainable 

development. 

Prime Minister Hailemariam told 

the Qatari former official that his 

country's is keen to strengthen the 

two countries relations in the areas 

of business and investment as well 

as peace and stability. 

 
 

HOUSE APPROVES DOUBLE 
TAXATION AVOIDANCE WITH 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES, 
IRELAND AND THE 

NETHERLANDS 

 

The House of People’s 

Representatives (HPR) has 

approved double taxation 

avoidance and tax evasion control 

bills. The double taxation 

http://www.ethpress.gov.et/herald/media/k2/items/cache/ec8e748f0688ea03b676f28b588d56dc_XL.jpg
http://www.ena.gov.et/en/media/k2/items/cache/2940b97ab5721a9e279f736f864f4ce6_XL.jpg
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avoidance and tax evasion control 

agreements were signed with 

Ireland, United Arab Emirates and 

the Netherlands. 

The elimination of double taxation 

helps to ease trade and investment 

flows from the signatory countries 

and to contribute its share to 

Ethiopia's economic growth. 

The agreement will also encourage 

more foreign direct investment and 

alleviate the burden of tax payers, it 

was pointed out. 

The tax evasion control agreement 

helps Ethiopia to work together with 

the respective countries to curb tax 

avoidance practices.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TURKISH COMPANY READY 
TO INVEST CLOSE TO 3 

BILLION USD IN TELECOM 
SECTOR 

  

 

The Turkish company VISOR 

disclosed that it has allotted close 

to three billion USD to invest in 

telecom infrastructure in Ethiopia. 

This was revealed at a discussion 

President Mulatu Teshome had 

with Gokhan Arasli, Chief 

Executive Officer of the company. 

The CEO, who said his company 

has world-wide investment in 

various sectors, added that it also 

has huge financial muscle and rich 

experience. 

In Ethiopia, the company has plans 

to invest in construction and 

telecom sectors. 

Visor has huge investments in 24 

countries in the construction, agro-

processing and telecom sectors. 

 

 

ETHIOPIA & CHIN AGREED 
TO CONDUCT GEOCHEMICAL 

MAPPING 
 

 

The Geological Survey of Ethiopia 

and its Chinese counterpart, China 

Geological Survey, have signed an 

agreement that will enable them to 

collaborate in geochemical 

mapping. 

The cooperation project would 

enable Ethiopia to attract investors 

http://www.ena.gov.et/en/media/k2/items/cache/1b61b449206bee159b838ef0eb1537ef_XL.jpg
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23623:china-ethiopia-agree-to-conduct-geochemical-mapping-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23623:china-ethiopia-agree-to-conduct-geochemical-mapping-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23623:china-ethiopia-agree-to-conduct-geochemical-mapping-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
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in the mining sector by equipping 

itself with comprehensive 

geochemical information. 

Basic geosciences mapping is 

helpful in natural resources 

development, infrastructure 

development, environmental 

protection, natural hazard 

identification, according to experts 

in the mining field. 

Although the current economic 

policy of Ethiopia has identified the 

agricultural sector as the priority 

sector to initiate industrialization in 

the country, it is increasingly being 

recognized that the mineral sector 

also has the potential to be a very 

important trigger for 

industrialization development 

China Geological Survey President 

and Vice Minister of Land and 

Resources, Zhong Ziran said on his 

part that the cooperative project 

plays important role in promoting 

mineral investment and economic 

development of both counties. 

Ziran also called for the 

establishment of mineral industrial 

park in Ethiopia to attract investors, 

including Chinese 

businesspersons. 

 
 
 

AUTHORITY TO BEGIN 
ONLINE TAX PAYMENT 

SYSTEM 
 

 

The Ethiopian Revenues and 

Customs Authority (ERCA) said it 

will launch e-payment (payment of 

taxes online by taxpayers) as of 

next Ethiopian fiscal year. 

The system helps to save time and 

money as well as to avoid 

overcrowding at the end of each 

month. The system allows 

taxpayers to pay online from where 

they are using internet connection. 

The system will be implemented 

extensively after it is proved 

successful on some taxpayers. 

 
 

ETHIO-DJIBOUTI RAIL WAY 
LINE - ON THE FINISH LINE  

 

 

Soon after unveiling the first urban 

light railway in sub-Saharan Africa, 

Ethiopia accelerated the progress 

of its flagship project, a 700 km 

railway linking its capital Addis 

Ababa to the port of Djibouti. Due 

to become fully operational later 

this year, the link aims to provide 

landlocked Ethiopia with improved 

railroad access to the sea and is 

http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23610:authority-to-begin-online-tax-payment-system-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23610:authority-to-begin-online-tax-payment-system-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23610:authority-to-begin-online-tax-payment-system-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23593:ethio-djibouti-line-boosts-industrialization-of-ethiopia-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
http://www.waltainfo.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=23593:ethio-djibouti-line-boosts-industrialization-of-ethiopia-&catid=52:national-news&Itemid=291
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anticipated to have a dramatic 

impact on the country’s socio-

economic development. 

Successfully carrying its first freight 

on 20 November 2015 along the 

partially completed line to Merebe 

Mermersa, 112km south of Addis 

Ababa, the railway solidified its 

flagship status and strengthened 

hopes in its potential for future 

socio-economic development. 

With its official opening expected in 

2016, the railway, it is hoped, will 

slash transit times for both freight 

and passengers, attract further 

foreign investment and ultimately 

catapult Ethiopia to a competitive 

force in the global marketplace. 

Now, after a three-year long 

construction process, the nation's 

biggest railway infrastructure 

project is on track to officially begin 

operating this year. The 700 km 

electrified railway runs parallel to 

the now abandoned Ethio-Djibouti 

railway. Once complete, the $4bn 

line will see passenger trains 

reaching speeds of 160km/h, while 

3,000t gross capacity freight trains 

will run at 120km/h. The line is 

double-track for the first 115km, 

from Addis Ababa to Adama, while 

the remaining 600km to Djibouti is 

a single track rail. 

As a result, travel times between 

the two terminus points will be cut 

from several days to less than ten 

hours. Its capabilities were 

demonstrated in November, when 

the first freight, hauled by a diesel 

locomotive, delivered more than 

3,000t of grain from Djibouti port to 

Ethiopia. 

Two Chinese state-owned 

companies have been involved in 

building the new standard-gauge 

line: the 320 km stretch from Addis 

Ababa to Mieso is being built by the 

China Railway Group, while the 

339 km section from Mieso to the 

Djibouti border is being built by the 

China Civil Engineering 

Construction Corporation. As of 

January 2016, the construction was 

on track and over 90% of the 

project was complete. 

 
 

GAS WELL’S TEST UNVEIL 
PROMISING RESULTS 

 

 

Well testing in the two gas 

appraisal wells drilled in the Calub 

and Hilala gas fields in the Ogaden 

basin has shown promising results. 

The Chinese petroleum company 

engaged in gas exploration and 

development project in south east 

Ethiopia, Poly-GCL Petroleum 

Group Holding Limited, last 

October drilled two appraisal wells 

dubbed Calub11 and Hilala5. Poly-

GCL completed drilling the 

appraisal wells in December 2015. 

The company recently conducted 

well testing that enables it to 

determine the hydro carbon 

http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/gas-test-wells-unveil-promising-results
http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/gas-test-wells-unveil-promising-results
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resources in the Calub and Hilala 

gas fields.The well testing have 

yielded promising results. Sources 

close to the gas development 

project said that petroleum experts 

of Poly GCL discovered better 

results than they had anticipated. 

“They have noted oil and gas 

shows in both wells. 

Previously, 10 wells were drilled in 

the Calub gas fields, out of which 

eight were made ready for gas 

production. The Calub gas field is 

located 1200 km south-east of 

Addis Ababa. Hilala is located 80 

km further to the east. The total gas 

reserve is estimated at 118 billion 

cubic meters. The gas fields were 

first discovered by an American 

company in 1972 and the gas 

reserves were confirmed by 

Russian company, SPEE, in the 

1980s. 

 PLOY-GCL will prepare a gas field 

development plan based on the 

revised reserve estimate. 

 In November 2013, Poly GCL 

signed petroleum development 

agreement with the Ethiopian 

Ministry of Mines that would enable 

the company to develop the Calub 

and Hilala gas fields located 1200 

km south-east of Addis Ababa. The 

company has also agreed to 

search for oil and gas in eight 

exploration blocks in the Ogaden 

with a total area of  117,151 

sq.km.Poly-GCL plans to construct 

a 830 km gas pipeline all the way 

from the Calub and Hilala gas fields 

in the Ogaden basin to the Port of 

Djibouti and to build a gas 

treatment plant at the Djibouti port. 

The company plans to produce 

three million tons of Liquefied 

Natural Gas (LNG) annually and 

mainly export it to China through 

the port of Djibouti.  The total 

amount of natural gas the company 

plans to pump out from the two gas 

fields each year is 4 billion cubic 

meters. The total investment cost 

of the gas development project is 

estimated at four billion dollars. The 

company hopes to start commercial 

gas production in 2019. 

 In addition to the planned gas 

development project, the company 

hopes to strike oil and gas 

deposits.            

 
 

PATENTED ETHIOPIAN 
LEATHER PRODUCTS TO HIT 

GLOBAL MARKETS 
 

 

Ethiopian high-end leather goods, 

with a legally protected patent and 

intellectual property rights, are set 

to hit global markets soon. 

 Sponsored by the Japan 

International Cooperation Agency 

(JICA), via its Champion’s Product 

Approach in Ethiopia, Luxury 

Leather Products Export Project is 

set to finalize patent issues and 

basic trademark requirements. 

http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/patented-ethiopian-leather-products-hit-global-markets
http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/patented-ethiopian-leather-products-hit-global-markets
http://www.thereporterethiopia.com/content/patented-ethiopian-leather-products-hit-global-markets
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 Ethiopia will have branded fine 

sheep leather products ready for 

export when the process of 

obtaining the intellectual property 

rights concluded in a month time. 

 Ethiopia will have the opportunity 

to market its high-end quality sheep 

leather products worldwide with a 

brand name dubbedEthiopian 

Highland Leather. 

 Japan took the initiative to 

introduce highlander leather which 

is mostly sought for its high quality 

and unique softness. Ethiopian 

highlands are well-known for high 

quality sheep skin which mostly is 

sought for making gloves golf 

players’ wear. 

 If intellectual property rights are 

recognized internationally locally 

designed and produced shoes, 

fabrics, apparels and the likes will 

soon join the international market. 

 Currently, there are a few private 

companies—mostly handcrafters 

exporting furs and fashionable 

leather goods to the global 

markets. However, the country lags 

to have an industry scale value 

added exports except the recently 

expanding shoemaking business 

which has become a single 

dominant subsector in the leather 

industry next to the export of 

finished leather. 
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